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without calling for any assistance. Then, till it
was time to go on his round for alms, he would
retire to a solitary place and meditate. When that
time arrived he would dress himself completely in
the three robes (which every member of the Order
wore in public), take his bowl in his hand and, some-
times alone, sometimes attended by his followers,
would enter the neighbouring village or town for
alms, sometimes in an ordinary way, sometimes won-
ders happening such as these. As he went towards
the village soft breezes would waft before him cleans-
ing the way, drops of rain would fall from the sky
to lay the dust, and clouds would hover over him,
spreading as it were a canopy protecting him from
the sun. Other breezes would waft flowers from
the sky to adorn the path ; the rough places^would
be made plain and the crooked straight, so that
before his feet the path would become smooth and
the tender flowers would receive his footsteps. And
betimes a halo of six hues would radiate from his
form (as he stood at the threshold of the houses)
illuminating with their glory, like trails of yellow
gold or streamers of gay cloth, the gables and veran-
dahs round about. The birds and beasts around
would, each in his own place, give forth a sweet and
gentle sound in welcome to him, and heavenly
music was wafted through the air, and the jewellery